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(54) VARIABLE OPTICAL ATTENUATOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a variable optical 
attenuator which attenuates outputted light beams. 
SOLUTION: This variable optical attenuator is constituted of 
an input end, an output end, a plate glass or a prism, and a 
rotating mechanism. The input end outputs collimated beams. 
The output end is arranged on the transmission route of the 
collimated beams, and receives the collimated beams 
outputted from the input end. The plate glass or the triangular 
prism is arranged between the input end and the output end. 
The rotating mechanism is coupled with the plate glass or the 
triangular prism and rotates the plate glass or the triangular 
prism. Thus, the collimated beams are deviated from the 
original transmission route. The attenuation quantity of the 
collimated beams received by the output end is controlled by 
actuating the rotating mechanism and shifting the collimated 
beams. 
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